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Starting the New Year here at ELSA Next Generation has been super busy but wonderful as
ever, we can’t quite believe January has come to an end already!

We have had 4 Get Work Ready days already and each of them a huge success, including our
biggest event thus far as a Community Interest Company at Hitchin Girls School with 45
volunteers from 18 different businesses. It was an incredible day, and we owe it all to the
amazing volunteers- Tesco, PayPoint, Green Tutors, The49 and Letchworth Heritage
Foundation all ran inspirational workshops, each with a different theme and relating back to
careers. Safe to say the students all left the day thinking about how to present themselves to
the world, whether that be in an interview setting or on social media.

We have recently introduced feedback forms that we send to our volunteers after an event
and so far it has all been super positive, 100% of people who attended our events in January
said they would return and we had some marvellous comments, “An incredible day that
typifies what this work is all about. A group of brilliant people, who have tumbled out of the
system. Loved being part of it.”

A Get Work Ready day in Harrow meant an early start for us, no month would be complete
without a trip to Red Balloon Learner Centre, this time with 10 volunteers to help us run a
carousel of activities from STEM based workshops about blood groups to a communication
and instruction challenge, and of course the wonderful Byron Calmonson from The 49 ran
his ever popular ‘Brand Me’ Workshop to get the students thinking about themselves as a
brand they can promote.

We couldn’t have done this month without our amazing STEM Ambassadors, who find our
volunteering opportunities on the STEM Learning platform, they always come and get stuck
in with whatever workshop we are running and often want to come back for more! Molly
Robison who works as a Test Engineer for MBDA has volunteered for ELSA 3 times now at
Stevenage Education Support Centre and she is absolutely wonderful at connecting with the
students who are beginning to recognise her and of course they are absolutely fascinated by
her job.
Finally, we held a Get Work Ready day at Stevenage Education Support Centre with 8
volunteers, 6 of whom had already volunteered at the
centre! The students were thrilled to see familiar faces,
and all engaged with the activities we delivered.  A firm



favourite was one where the challenge was to build the tallest tower that could support a tin
of tomatoes using only the materials we supplied. After half an hour one of the groups had it
hanging from the ceiling, even the teachers were showing their competitive sides.


